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FACT SHEET June2010 
 

Improving Trial Court Facilities: 
Santa Clara—New Family Justice Center 
 
New Family Justice Center 

The Judicial Council’s proposed Family Justice Center for downtown San Jose would 
provide a 233,906 square-foot courthouse with 20 courtrooms. The estimated project 
cost of $240.7 million will come from SB 1407 funds, court funds, and proceeds 
from the sale of a vacated courthouse. This project, ranked in the Critical Need 
priority group of the Trial Court Capital-Outlay Plan, is one of the highest priority 
capital outlay projects for the judicial branch.    

The project was authorized by the State Public Works Board on June 14, 2010, and is 
currently in site acquisition, expected to be completed in winter 2010.  Design will 
begin after site acquisition is completed, and construction is scheduled to begin in 
mid-2012.  The project’s targeted completion date is 2Q 2014. 

Consolidated Courthouse to Rectify Many Deficiencies 

The Superior Court of California, County of Santa Clara is housed in separate 
facilities in close proximity to one another in downtown San Jose. The proposed new 
courthouse would replace six leased facilities in downtown San Jose. Because family 
court services are scattered among six facilities, court operations are being 
inefficiently delivered to the public as well as creating access problems for court users. 
These buildings are also undersized and lack secure facilities for in-custody 
defendants.  

For example, family support proceedings are heard in the Notre Dame Courthouse. 
This former concrete warehouse was renovated for use as a courthouse. More than 
100,700 people enter the overcrowded courthouse annually. The entry screening 
station is inadequate to serve the volume of visitors, resulting in long lines wrapping 
around the building (see photo next page).  The building also lacks a secure separate 
corridor for movement of in-custody defendants, so defendants must be escorted 
through public corridors, creating additional security risks.  
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Entry screening line wraps around two-courtroom Notre Dame Courthouse 

 
Juvenile dependency and Drug Court proceedings are heard at the Terraine 
Courthouse. This leased facility, another renovated commercial building, is 
overcrowded and unsafe (a courthouse shooting targeting a judge occurred here). 
More than 184,000 people enter this courthouse annually through a single entrance 
screening station; there is no room for additional stations. Public corridors are 
extremely crowded, and the only waiting areas are the corridors leading to the 
courtrooms. There are no areas for attorney/client conferences. More than 22,000 in-
custody cases are heard here annually, and in-custody defendants are often 
transported through public corridors to the three courtrooms. The in-custody holding 
area is inadequate for the volume of cases and the required segregation of defendants. 

The Family Courthouse is headquarters for family law proceedings in Santa Clara 
County. This leased facility, a former bank, now serves more than 160,000 people 
annually. Over 220 in-custody cases are heard here every year. There is no in-custody 
holding or secure circulation in this building, so in-custody defendants are escorted 
through public corridors. Seven judicial officers share six courtrooms. There are no 
attorney/client conference rooms, so court users and their attorneys hold discussions 
in alcoves created with modular partitions in the center of the atrium/lobby. 
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Mediation spaces are set off by partitions in the public corridors. These areas provide 
very little privacy or soundproofing for highly sensitive family law discussions. 
 
Local Government Collaboration 

The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors is fully committed to the development 
of a new courthouse. The county is donating the proposed site in downtown San 
Jose, across the street from the San Jose Downtown Superior Court and near the 
city’s Historic Courthouse, on a block bounded by North 1st Street, West St. James 
Street, North Market Street, and Devine Street. 

Long-term Funding Needs 

The enactment of SB 1407 was the major first step in funding 41 urgently needed 
courthouse improvement projects across the State of California. The Trial Court 
Capital-Outlay Plan includes another 112 projects for which funding has not been 
secured. The California judicial branch will continue to explore additional, 
alternative means to fund the state’s sizable need for courthouse infrastructure 
improvements while it implements the 41 projects to be funded by SB 1407.   

More Information 

Project Web page: 
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/occm/projects_santaclara.htm 

For further information, please email the AOC-Office of Court Construction and 

Management at OCCM@jud.ca.gov. 
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